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 Donôt forget to check out the website :  www.burrawangvillage.com 

Produced by the Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association 

CONTINUING A 133 YEAR TRADITION 

At the time of white settlement in New South Wales, the Wadi 

Wadi tribe of Aborigines occupied the Burrawang (Yarrawa) 

area. The British naval surgeon Charles Throsby (1777 - 1828), 

became a settler in the colony in 1802 at the age of  31 and from 

1804 served in the colonial medical establishment in the 

Newcastle area until 1809.  

Dr Charles Throsby (1777-1828 ) 

Explorer  

He, along with his 58 year old assistant Joseph Wild were mapping what is now 

known as the Moss Vale and Sutton Forest area, and were commissioned to find an 

overland route from there to Jervis Bay, as well as to plan and oversee the 

construction of a road to Goulburn Plains. Throsby became the first landowner in what 

is now the Southern Highlands area in 1819 developing a cattle station called Throsby 

Park just off the Illawarra Highway in Moss Vale. This extremely capable pioneer 

became a member of the Legislative Council in 1825. 

 

Robert Hoddle with his omnipresent telescope 

Surveyor Robert Hoddle  (1794-1881)  and a gang of convicts cut a bridle path down 

the slopes in 1830 as part of a track intended to join the Cowpastures (Camden) to 

Kiama and Gerringong. He described the Yarrawa Brush as 'the most formidable 

brush I have ever seen. The vines so thickly entwined around the huge trees and small 

as to render the sun obscure at the time it shone with great brilliancy'.  

Burrawang  -  the Beginnings 

continued page 4 ... 
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Join the Burrawang and Wildes 

Meadow Progress Association 
The Burrawang and Wildes Meadow Progress 

Association is active in our community with the 

objective of preserving and improving the 
amenity and environment of Burrawang and 

Wildes Meadow. We are dedicated to raising the 

local communityôs awareness of important issues 
affecting our villagesô unique character and to 

provide an influential and respected voice to 

Council and Government. Our committee 
members are volunteers and the B&WMPAôs 

newsletter ñThe Burrawang Heraldò is delivered 

free.  
1 year - $10 individual  Membership  or  $20 per 

Household Membership 

Name::

éééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Address:

éééééééééééééééééééé

ééééééééééééééééééé. 

éééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Email:
éééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Phone:
éééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Mobile:
éééééééééééééééééééé 

 

Fee $........................ Donation: $ééééé.... 

Total $.................................... 

Payment can be made via Cheque or Direct 

Deposit 

Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress 

Association 

BSB:  062511 

Account Number: 1010 0930 
 

Please email your membership details to 

BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

Or mail to: PO Box 3209, Robertson NSW 2577 

Burrawang and Wildes Meadow 

Progress Association 
President ï Alex Campbell 

email: BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

Vice President ï Paul Shanahan  
Secretary ï Elizabeth Johnson 

Treasurer ï Rebecca Duffy 

Committee Members ï  

¶ Elizabeth Crundall 

¶ John Lewis 

¶ Grant Sherborne 

¶ Jon Hill 

¶ Lisa Mauger 

¶ Elizabeth Varley 

Letters to the Editor and Article 
Contributions 
 
The Burrawang Herald is a community 
Newspaper and we welcome feedback from our 
readers. Tell us what you enjoyed in this edition 
of the Herald and what you might like to see 
featured in future editions. 
Articles, comments or suggestions should be 
addressed to: 
The Editor 

Email: Burrawangherald@gmail.com 

Hello All, 

Welcome to the August edition of The Burrawang Herald.  

Following the last issue we received many positive comments and feedback. 

See: Letters to The Editor.  

In this edition of The Herald, we are featuring the early history of Burrawang and 
an article on some of the early settlers in the area and Burrawang ï The 
Maloneyôs. I searched the archives and found some interesting facts and 
historical background as well as interviewing Mick Maloney, a long standing 
resident. Mick gave me an insight into the history of his forebears and their story 

in Burrawang and our villageôs history.  

Also, you will enjoy articles from our usual contributors ï The Book Review, 
Crystal Ballôs Stars, Environment Matters, Russellôs Ramblings, The Library, 
The Progress Association, The School of Arts and the Primary School all have 

something to share. 

 I hope that you enjoy this issue of The Herald ï there is something for 

everyone.  

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to The Herald, and those who have 
helped behind the scenes with the layout, printing and distribution. Without you, 

we could not continue. 

Please drop me a line as I am keen to hear your feedback and suggestions for 

future editions. burrawangherald@gmail.com 

PO Box 3029, Robertson NSW 2577 

Happy reading, 

Elizabeth Varley 
The Editor  

Letters to the Editor 

Dogs and Leashesé. 
A week or so ago, I encountered one of our village neighbours walking his dog.  

Although I didnôt make any comment at the time, I thought ï ñHow 

considerateò.   
 

His dog was on a leash and he carried a small black plastic bag, which he had 

been using to collect his dogôs droppings.  This was especially important to me 

as, a couple of weeks earlier, another villager had walked the same path with 

her dog.  It bolted into our paddock and scattered our alpacas, bailed one up and 

tore a hole in its side.  
 

She was surprised and apologetic, but it underlines the reality that, no matter 

how well we think we know our pets, they have the capacity to act beyond our 

control with unfortunate results.  Fortunately, the attack was not fatal and our 

alpaca is recovering. 
 

I am raising this now to ask that all dog owners in our village act in a manner 

that is considerate and consistent with our responsibilities to one another.  For 

dog owners this means keeping dogs on a leash when in public spaces and 

picking up their droppings. 

 

Paul Shanahan 

Maple Farm 

mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com
mailto:burrawangherald@gmail.com
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By the time you read this the Association will have had its AGM and the 

Committee will have been elected for a new year. Details will be given in the 

next Herald. 
 

It is a good time to ask you all to think about any new issues that you would 

like the Progress Association to take up in relation to amenities in our villages. 

If you have any ideas please email the Association at 

bwmprogressassociation@gmail.com 
 

Membership is for one year only, and all memberships expired on June 30. All 

existing members have been sent details of how to renew. The cost is $10 for 

an individual membership, and $20 for a family membership. Please do renew 

your membership and if you haven't been a member, but wish to join, send an 

email to the address above. You can download a membership form here. 
 

Since the last edition of the Herald, the Committee met with Duncan Gair, 

Mayor, Wingecarribee Shire Council. We updated Duncan on the results of our 

survey and feedback meeting, and took him through the various issues of 

concern. Discussions are ongoing with the Parks Committee, responsible for 

the Oval, with a view to them taking over additional responsibility for the 

maintenance of the childrenôs playground by the school. We reminded the 

Mayor that there was a high level of dissatisfaction with the surfacing of 

Hoddle Street and that there would inevitably be further problems in the spring 

or summer. 
 

The Mayor in turn, updated the Committee on relevant Council activities. The 

Council was required in June to submit a "Fit for the Future" report to the State 

Government which will be used to audit their activities and as a basis for 

decisions about whether the existing council structure should be changed or 

there is scope for further collaboration between councils. He advised that much 

of Burrawang is designated a Heritage Precinct and that any proposed 

alterations to Heritage listed buildings such as the General Store are subject to 

special Council review. There was a discussion of land subdivision. He advised 

that the footprint of the village of Burrawang would not be expanded. 

Robertson and Sutton Forest were 

probably the only local villages where 

expansion would be permitted. 
 

As those of you who have read my 

previous updates will know, the 

Council has no control over the 

activities of Endeavour Energy or 

Active Tree Services. The energy 

companies are State owned, and 

legislation gives them almost 

complete autonomy. In practice they 

are not accountable to the 

communities they are meant to serve. 

Any changes to legislation to require 

them to bury or insulate power lines, 

to give some of their powers to local 

Councils, or make them accountable 

would delay privatisation and are 

therefore unlikely to occur. We have 

been corresponding with our MP, Pru 

Goward. She advises that true to form, 

EE refused a meeting with her. She 

has forwarded me a letter they sent to 

her which is confusing, and as ever, 

doesn't answer any of the key 

questions. I regret that we are unlikely 

to make any progress but I will keep 

you all updated. 
 

Alex Campbell 

President, BWM Progress Association 
BWMprogressassociation@gmail.com 

INFORMATION & DISCLAIMER 

 

    This publication is intended to be a 

Village Newsletter for the distribution 

of general information and events, not 

a Broadsheet for political comment. 

Whilst opinions expressed do not 

necessarily represent the present 

Committee of the Association, any 

information submitted to the Editor 

which is likely to offend or concern a 

member or resident, will be withheld 

from publication. 

 

    Correspondence in relation to this 

should be addressed to the Editor,  

PO Box 3209, Robertson NSW 2577. 

The Burrawang Wildes Meadow Progress Association Update 

 

 

Comments from our satisfied readers regarding the last edition of The 

Heraldé 

 

ñ#ÈÁÒÍÉÎÇȢ ) ÁÍ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÕÌÉУÌÏ×ÅÒ ÓÏÕÐȟ ÁÎÄ ) ÌÏÖÅÄ 
#ÒÙÓÔÁÌ "ÁÌÌÓ΄ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ  ȢȢȢȱ 

 

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÉÂÒÁÒÙ ÉÎÆÏ ɀ 4ÈÅ Å -ÁÇÁÚÉÎÅ ÉÄÅÁ ÉÓ Á ÒÅÁÌ ×ÉÎÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ 
) ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÆÕÔÕÒÅȢ 

 
 

Letters to the Editor and Article Contributions 

The Burrawang Herald is a community newspaper and we welcome 

feedback from our readers. Tell us what you enjoyed in this edition of the 

Herald and what you might like to see featured in future editions. Articles, 

comments or suggestions should be addressed to:   

The Editor 

Burrawangherald@gmail.com 
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Sometime during this era the natural 

attributes of the Yarrawa Brush 

region came to their attention with its 

exotic rain forest and rich volcanic 

soil. This later became public 

knowledge and in 1859 the first land 

grant was issued in what is now the 

pretty hamlet of Wildes Meadow (a 

derivative of the name Wildôs 

meadow). 

In 1865 the first post office was 

established at Burrawang, which was 

named after the native palm once 

plentiful in the area. Shortly 

thereafter the first school was 

established in an originally Anglican establishment, which in 1876 was 

replaced by the first public school at the óOld School Houseô (now a private 

residence). 

In what is now Church Street the three churches were established around this 

time; Catholic 1875, Anglican 1886 and Presbyterian in 1888 (now a 

residential dwelling). 

Major industries at the time included dairying, potatoes, vegies plus flour and 

timber milling. Burrawang also had a newspaper; the Burrawang Herald and 

the hall boasted an active social calendar including an annual ball. 

Burrawang remained the major development in the Yarrawa Brush for some 

years but Robertson took over sometime in the late 1880s with the advent of a 

more direct road to Moss Vale, the neighbouring development of Robertson 

started to overtake as the key settlement in the region. Once Macquarie Pass 

was opened in 1898, Burrawang became somewhat isolated from the main 

route and the passing trade. 

from page 1 é. 

"Carnatressy" is a house that we are 

all familiar with when we travel down 

Burrawang Station Road. This small 

weatherboard house was built around 

1860 and is one of the original homes 

in Burrawang village. Who named the 

house Carnatressy? We can only 

imagine that such an unusual name 

would have significant meaning for 

someone with an Irish background. 

My research has revealed that in the 

ñ1825 Tithe Applotment Book - 

Templecarn Parish, County Donegal, 

Irelandò there is a ñtownlandò area 

named, ñCarnatressyò.  These days, 

the name has lost an ñaò and is now 

known as Carntressy. In this Irish 

community, there are many people 

named ñMcGrathò, so that might give 

us a clue as to which of our early 

settlers named our Burrawang house ï 

Carnatressy.  
 

The families in Irelandôs Carnatressy 

were subject to a Tithe Tax. Tithes 

were an income tax on farming - usually about one tenth of the annual income. 

These taxes were used for the upkeep of the Church of Ireland and were paid 

from the time of the Reformation. Tithes were a grossly unfair system of 

taxation and deeply resented by the Protestants and Catholics alike.   
 

Apart from the crippling taxation system, during the late 1700s and early 

1800s, Ireland was in the grip of some of the worst social upheaval, 

lawlessness, crime and social tension between ñthe havesò and ñthe have 

notsò, and the majority of those were against the government and the Church. 

All over Ireland, people were suffering through a severe economic depression 

following the Napoleonic Wars, coupled with greedy landlords, high rents, 

ever increasing food shortages and work was equally scarce. This was 

especially the case in counties such as Clare. 
 

Soon, the term ólabourerô came to stand for those who were unemployed rather 

than those who had work. The instinct of the labourer became focused on 

survival rather than comfort. The guarantee of survival was a garden of 

potatoes every year to feed the family. The potato was not a very reliable plant 

and its partial failures led to hunger and distress several times after 1815. 

There were severe famine conditions, mostly for labourers, in 1817, 1820, 

1822, and 1830. 
 

These factors saw thousands of people flee Ireland for countries that promised 

a better future. They thought, at least somewhere they were not oppressed, 

where there were more opportunities for work, and success was dependant on 

their own sweat and toil, and not the class or the social position into which 

they were born. 
 

One of those Irish families seeking a better future was the Maloneyôs. In 1855, 

aboard the ship ñKateò, was the widow of Patrick Maloney, Hannah Maloney 

The Maloney Family - Early 

Settlers of Burrawang 
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could be treated as an indefinite 

interest-free loan, as long as 5% 

interest was paid each year. 
 

This saw Hannahôs sons Jack, Roger, 

Lott, Patrick and Michael Maloney 

purchase land in the Kangaloon area, 

then Rileyôs Sugar Loaf. Sugarloaf 

Lane in Kangaloon exists today and 

Jack purchased land in Glenquarry. 

From here, we follow the family 

through Roger (Roddy) Maloney. He 

marries Catherine (Kate) Malone in 

1865 and they subsequently have five 

children. A hard life on the land and 

all the incumbent privations did not 

diminish them, as Roger lived to 94 

and Catherine lived to 96 years of 

age.  
 

A formidable task presented itself to 

the early settlers of the area. M J 

Carrick, in a family history, describes 

it thus: "farmers had to clear the land 

selected and prepare the land for 

future use, including building a home 

for their families. It is very likely that 

most of the early houses were made 

of roughly cut timber slabs with mud 

filling the gaps between the slabs. 

Windows were a luxury that many 

homes did not possess. This was very 

basic housing with limited light inside 

and dubious protection from rain and 

wind. Very good rainfall was one of 

the reasons the land provided such 

lush grazing for the dairy cattle that 

were soon covering the cleared acres. 

Some houses were simply made of 

tree bark fastened to a wooden 

frame." 
 

In the late 1800s some 30,000 acres 

had been snapped up under the Land 

Titles Act, and 1200 settlers had 

moved in to farm the land around 

Kangaloon, Robertson and 

Burrawang. A  delegation of 300 of 

these from around the Kangaloon area  

petitioned the government to have a 

railway station built at Bowral so that 

they could send their produce to the 

Sydney markets. A rough road 

(Kangaloon Road today) had already 

been built to Bowral. The first fresh 

milk was shipped from Bowral station 

only in 1876, and a cheese and cream 

factory established later. (The current 

'Old Milk Factory' in Station Street 

dates from the 1930s.)  

(nee Ryan, 1798-1888), who left County Clare with eight of her twelve 

children.  On board were 117 males, 147 females with 59 children all seeking 

the promise of a new life.  After four months at sea, with the loss of two lives 

on board due to the harsh conditions and relentless seasickness, they finally set 

foot on Australian soil landing in Sydney.  
 

This was a brave and courageous act on Hannahôs part. This resolve and 

determination would be needed by all the family as their new life in Australia 

would be regularly tested. From the poverty ridden and overcrowded towns and 

countryside of Ireland they arrived in a vast, and in comparison, an almost 

empty land. 
 

Soon, the Maloney boys set out to find land to farm and to establish their roots 

in Australia. They squatted on land at Glenquarry which they cleared and tried 

their hand at farming. However, after a period of severe drought, this saw them 

quit the land, and return to Sydney and re-join the rest of the family. 
 

Opportunity came with the 1861 Crown Lands Acts introduced by the New 

South Wales Premier, John Robertson. This was a move to try to break the 

squatters' domination of land tenure.  Unsurveyed land declared an agricultural 

reserve in unsettled areas could be bought freehold in 40-to-320-acre lots at Ã1 

per acre with a deposit of five shillings per acre and the balance to be paid 

within three years. Alternatively, at the end of the three years, the balance 
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Of the five children that Roger and Catherine had, our 

story now follows their son Michael (Soldier Mick) 

Maloney (1878-1950) and his wife, Mary A. Fenton (1881

-1977).   Michael and Mary had three chidren, Michael, 

Roger and Vincent.  
 

Now we have come a full 

circle back to our Burrawang 

house - Carnatressy. The 

Maloney family continued to 

carve out their place in the 

area and this saw their sons 

Michael (1909-1989) and 

Roger (1913-1998) move to 

Burrawang and take up 

residence in ñCarnatressyò.   
 

Michael and his first wife 

Winifred had two children; 

Winifred passed away giving 

birth to Mary. Michael then 

remarried Joan McGrath and 

they had three children. 

Roger married Mary 

OôSullivan(1909-1995) and 

had five children.  
 

On Carnatressy they continued dairy farming and growing 

produce such as beans, cabbages and  potatoes and 

supplemented the farm income with  beef cattle. 

Carnatressy saw both the families of Michael and Roger, 

plus Grandmother Mar y all  living and working together. 

Now in 2015 it is almost inconceivable to consider living 

in a house with fifteen people. And such a small one to 

boot. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I  explored life on Carnatressy with Michael (Mick) 

Maloney who is Rogerôs son and a fourth generation 

descendant of Hannah.  His early recollections were 

milking the cows by hand in the small dairy which is still 

standing and a few hundred meters from the house. With 

the evolution of milking machines, twice a day, Mick 

would walk the cows down for milking to the property 

which was off the highway, where Joanôs father Jack and 

his second wife lived. 
 

Michael (Mickôs uncle) employed a farmhand named 

ñBingò, who to a small boy like Mick, appeared to be a 

huge man. Bing was often the recipient of Mickôs cheeky 

remarks and teasing. This provoked Bing to pick Mick 

up, hold him by the ankles over the dairyôs manure pile 

and then promptly drop him right into it. Mick slithered 

down the muck heap and finally emerged fragrantly 

covered in cow poo. No 

doubt he got a walloping 

from his Mum for coming 

home so putrid. I think this 

taught Mick to hold his 

tongue in future.  
                        

Roger, Mickôs father, 

decided that instead of 

milking cows, a more 

prosperous  business 

would be to cart the milk 

from the local farms 

around Burrawang, Wildes 

Meadow and Avoca and 

along the road to Moss 

Vale. He carted milk to the 

depot at Moss Vale and to 

the Robertson cheese 

factory and occasionally to 

the Bowral butter factory. This saw him expand his 

business to three trucks collecting milk from 58 farms 

and being paid for each can collected.  Roger expanded 

his acreage when he bought Mickôs current home ï Oriel 

Park in 1959. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So here we are, now160 years after the first of the 

Maloney family stepped ashore on Australian soil.  It is 

rare these days to find five generations of a family still 

living in close proximity to their Australian  beginnings. 

The Maloney family is part of the fabric that makes our 

villages of Burrawang and Wildes Meadow a unique slice 

of Australian history. 

 

 

Researched and written by  

Elizabeth Varley, June 2015 

Mickôs father, Roger,  ploughing 

Carting the milk cans                                                 
An old dairy in Burrawang 
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Burrawang Trash and 
Treasure Sale  

 
Burrawang School of Arts 

 
Saturday 15 August -  
10 am to 4 pm 

 

Clothing, bric-a-brac, children's 

toys and clothes, decorative goods, home 

accessories, and much more. Come and buy 

from all our stallholders, who have cleaned out 

their wardrobes and cupboards. Who knows 

what treasures you may find. 
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Seek urgent medical attention for all 
ingestions. 
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